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January 22, 2020 
 
The Honorable Stanley Chang, Chair 
Senate Committee on Housing 
State Capitol, Room 225 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
 
RE: S.B. 2032, Relating to Rental Discrimination 
 
HEARING: Thursday, January 23, 2020, at 1:15 p.m. 
 
 
Aloha Chair Chang, Vice Chair Kanuha, and Members of the Committee, 
 
I am Ken Hiraki, Director of Government Affairs, testifying on behalf of the Hawai‘i 
Association of REALTORS® (“HAR”), the voice of real estate in Hawai‘i, and its over 
10,000 members. HAR opposes S.B. 2032 which prohibits discrimination, including in 
advertisements for available rental units, based on participation in a housing assistance 
program, or requirements related to participation in housing assistance programs, in real 
estate transactions and requirements. 
 
HAR believes that government subsidized housing assistance programs, such as Section 8, 
are an important part of our community’s social safety net. However, the section 8 process 
has additional paperwork, inspections and processes.  It can often take 2 months or longer 
before a landlord receives their first rental check.  While property managers may possess the 
experience and knowledge necessary to navigate safely through this process, it may be too 
complex, expensive and time consuming for the average landlord. 
 
Additionally, the issue of whether a landlord is engaged in a discriminatory practice, simply 
by not choosing to participate in a housing assistance program, becomes subjective and 
ambiguous.  As a result, even the most diligent landlord could find himself or herself the 
subject of a discrimination complaint.  
 
HAR believes that it is not a good practice to make government assistance housing programs, 
which are optional to participate in, to be considered a discriminatory practice.  Instead, we 
should focus on solutions that encourage property owners to participate in these valuable 
programs. 
 
Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 
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Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Victor K. Ramos Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

I am concerned that a mere unsubstantiated accussation of discrimination may 
adversely affect a  landlord(s).  Consider placing protection from fasle accusations in 
this proposal.  
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Charmaine T. Doran 

chardoranhawaii@gmail.com 

808-352-6562 

Realtor Associate 

Member, Pearl City Neighborhood Board 
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